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Guinnane Retires continued from page 6
We thank Grace for her time, dedication, and
commitment to the Ohrenberger Community
Center, students, and families.

The Ohrenberger Community Center Coun-
cil would like to send our well wishes to Grace
on her well-deserved retirement and express our
profound thanks to Grace, Maggie, and Pat for
their service to our community center, students,
and families. We welcome the community to
share any memories or impactful stories they
may have of Grace, Pat, or Maggie. We are plan-

ning to place the memories in a book so we may
send these teachers a memorable token book
filled with years of precious memories. Please
feel free to email or send to the Ohrenberger
Community Center c/o Grace, Pat, or Maggie.

Ohrenberger Community Center 175 West
Boundary Road West Roxbury, MA 02132
Email: occpreschool175@gmail.com

Due to Covid restrictions our big celebra-
tion of thanks will be announced sometime in
the fall.

11 Dana Ave. going to court

The 11 Dana Ave. saga continues as residents prepare their case against
the developer.
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The Zoning Board of Ap-
peals decision on the long-con-
tentious 11 Dana Ave. 24-unit
development is going to be ap-
pealed, outgoing Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association
(HPNA) president Jim Kirker
announced at the group’s meet-
ing on Thursday, May 6.

“Ralph Rosati has decided
to appeal the decision of the
ZBA,” he said of the abutter
who brought forth the original
appeal. “And so it’s going to go
to court.”

He added that the associa-
tion previously had voted to
support Rosati with costs for
the appeal, up to $500. Kirker
explained that Rosati had been
waiting for paperwork to be re-
ceived from the ZBA before he
could submit it. The deadline
is Thursday, May 20, but he
expects to file earlier in the
week.

The case is unusual because
the building is already well un-
der construction, although there
has been back and forth be-
tween the group, the ZBA, the
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment (ISD) and the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) as to whether
it was an “as of right project”
that did not require variances.
Without giving away too much
legal strategy, members dis-
cussed requesting that the judge
rule that the ZBA made an er-
ror in its ruling and asking for
affordable housing mitigation.
If the building had not been
determined “as of right,” four
of the units would have been
made affordable based on the
city’s affordable housing stan-
dard of 13 percent of total units.

“Certainly the court can say,
‘All right, City Hall, you
messed this up,’” said Craig
Martin. “Make sure you reserve
a portion for perpetuity for af-
fordable housing, which was
obviously the thing they were
trying to evade.”

He added that the ZBA
sealed the records after sending
them to the City attorney, which
Martin said “was unheard of.”
The ZBA hearing had been con-
tinued for one day when the
record was forwarded to the

City attorney for review, but the
attorney’s comments never
were referenced in the decision.

Another development
project that has united several
communities in activism is the
Crane Ledge proposed devel-
opment at 990 American Le-
gion Hwy. at the Hyde Park-
Roslindale-Mattapan intersec-
tion. Lokita Jackson, chair of
the Roseberry Ruskindale Road
Neighborhood Association
(RRRd) and a Crane Ledge
Woods Coalition (CLWC)
member, gave the HPNA an
update about its community
meeting the previous month.

“Where we stand right now
is we’re looking at more meet-
ings with our elected officials,”
she said. Another goal was “to
definitely get the community
residents more engaged with
advocacy, calling and emailing
their elected officials and ex-
pressing their viewpoints to
save and conserve Crane Ledge
Woods.”

Kirker said that District 5
City Councilor Ricardo Arroyo,
who represents parts of all three
communities, attended a
CLWC committee meeting and
read a letter from the pastor of
the Jubilee Christian Church,
which owns the property, to
Acting Mayor Kim Janey and
himself.

“Basically it said that the
church was not going to enter
into any agreement with a third
party, the city or individuals,”
he said. “They have an agree-
ment with Lincoln Property and
that’s what they are sticking
with. So this idea that people
were going to be able to nego-

tiate them away from Lincoln
Property and have the city buy
the property or individuals buy
the property was not going to
happen.”

“They very much were try-
ing to plant a flag and say,
‘We’re not doing this,’” added
Mimi Turchinetz, the newly-
elected HPNA president and
CLWC member. “That changes
our strategy a little, so we just
have to ratchet up our pres-
sure.”

Jackson added that Janey
did commit to working with the
neighborhood and touring
Crane Ledge at a forum held the
previous week by the West
Fairmount Hill Community
Group (WFHCG).

“The thing I really like
about the whole Crane Ledge
thing is that it is getting a lot of
people involved,” Kirker said,
noting that people in Jamaica
Plain and West Roxbury ex-
pressed an interest to help.
“There’s a big advantage be-
cause everybody can visualize
an evil developer mowing
down all of the trees and kill-
ing Bambi.”

Frank O’Brien brought up
another issue of environmental
interest – the potential to get
Sprague Pond as a “great
pond.” By Massachusetts stat-
utes, a great pond is a pond or
lake that is at least 10 acres in
size, or was at some point. All
great ponds must be accessible
for fishing and boating.

“It’s really an important site
in a number of ways,” he ex-
plained, noting that the 54th
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Dava Ave.
continued from page 8
Regiment, the first all-Black
regiment to fight in the Civil
War, was stationed there at
Camp Meigs. There was also an
Indigenous settlement there at
one point.

O’Brien said a developer
has been hoping to build on a
parcel of about an acre of the
land there.

“It’s much smaller than
Crane Ledge, but a lot of the
arguments and issues are the
same,” he added, noting that
Sprague Pond was more than
10 acres at one point before the
railroad was built.

The Hyde Park Historical
Society filed a petition for great
pond status with the Massachu-
setts Department of Environ-
mental Protection (MassDEP),
according to O’Brien and the
MassDEP website. A hearing
was held on Thursday, May 13.
Public comment will be ac-
cepted until Wednesday, June 2.
For a copy of the petition, email
DEP.Waterways@mass.gov.

In other news, Turchinetz
was voted in as the new HPNA
president. Ralph Cotellesso
will continue as vice president,
Denise Dodds as secretary and
Val Mayo as treasurer.

Conserve our
resources.
Recycle this
newspaper.

Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale  6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners 
$2,700,000  617-327-2900

CASH PAID FOR HOUSES, CONDOS OR LAND. ANY
CONDITION, ANY ISSUE OR AREA.  SAVE ON REALTOR
COMMISSIONSCALL OR TEXT ANYTIME (617) 249-3961.
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